REGILDING THE CRESCENT
usually to the eldest son, but in some cases to a
younger, such as Orkhan, son of Osman, if he
showed greater aptitude for war. It was, in fact,
in the days of the fighting Sultans that the pre-
sent order of succession was established, not
merely to put an end to the practice of fratricide,
too common in the royal family, but also to pro-
vide against the throne devolving on a minor
who could not lead his army in the field.
The Grand Vizier (Sadr-i-azzam) is the First
Minister of the Crown, and in former times
enjoyed unlimited power, being, in fact, the
Sultan's other self, the Sirdar of the battlefield,
President of the Council, intermediary with the
Embassies. Nowadays he is practically equiva-
lent to our Prime Minister. His official residence
is an ancient building in Stamboul known as the
Sublime Porte, a name in common use among
newspaper writers to symbolise the Turkish
Government in the same way as they employ
Downing Street, the Quai d'Orsay, and the
Ballplatz, It is not an imposing building when
we consider the part it has played in European
history, and it looked more tumbledown than
ever after a shell had shattered the masonry of
one of its front windows in the disturbances of
April.
The Turkish Cabinet (Mejlis-i-vukiela) over
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